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Hsi-men Ch'ing and Scholar W&n chatted together for a
while, then Magistrate Hsia came. Hsi-men put on his hat
and robes and went with Hsia to see the Sub-Prefect Lo,
whose name was Lo Wan-hsiang. It was late when he
returned.

Old woman WSn was very pleased with the five taels she
had received from Hsi-men Ch'ing. In the afternoon when*
the tea-party at her house was over, she went to call upon Lady
Lin. She made a reverence to the lady, who asked why it was
so long since she had called. Old woman Wen said she had
been having a tea-party and that she had been busy making
preparations to go on a pilgrimage in the twelfth month.
"Why not send your son instead?'' Lady Lin said.
"If I find I can't go, I shall have to send Wgn Tang,"
the old woman said.

"When the time comes I will give you some money for
him/'

The old woman thanked her. Lady Lin invited her to sit
near the fire. The maid brought tea.

"Is the young master in?" old woman WSn asked, while
she was drinking her tea.

"No," Lady Lin said, "he has not been home for two
nights. He is always going with some villain or other to spend
his nights in the haunts of vice. He seems to care nothing for
his wife, who is an exquisite creature, and I don't know what
can be done about it."

"Where is the young mistress?" the old woman said.
"She is in her room," Lady Lin said.
When the old woman was sure they were alone, she said:
."I don't think you need worry any longer, Lady. I think I
know a way to dispose of these bad companions, and get the
young master back to his home, so that he never sets foot in a
brothel again. But I dare not suggest it to you without your
leave."

"I always listen to any suggestions you make," Lady Lin
said. "If you have anything to say, speak out."

"His Lordship Hsi-mdn, who lives near the Town Hall,"
the old woman began, "is now an assistant magistrate and a
military officer. He lends money to all the officials, and has
four or five shops where he sells silks and medicines, cloth and